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the Holy Spirit bears witness; yet among these
prayers there is not found one invocation addressed to
saint or angel. I will not here anticipate the obser-
vations which it will be necessary to make in conse-
quence of the extraordinary argument which has been
devised, to account for the absence of invocations to
saints before the resurrection of Christ, namely, that
before that event the saints were not admitted into
heaven. Although pressed forward with such unhesi-
tating confidence in its validity, that argument is so sin-
gular in its nature, and so important in its consequences,
and withal so utterly groundless, as to call for a separate
examination, on which we will shortly enter: mean-
while, we are now inquiring into the matter of fact.

The whole Book of Psalms is a manual of devo-
tion, consisting alternately, or rather interrnixedly, of
prayers and praises, composed some by Moses, some
by other inspired Israelites of less note, but the
greater part by David himself; and what is the force
and tendency of their example ? Words are spoken in
collaudation of " Moses and Aaron among the saints of
the Lord," and of " Samuel among such as called upon
his name;" and mention is made with becoming
reverence of the holy angels; but not one word ever
falls from the pen of the Psalmist, addressed, by way of
invocation, to saint or angel. In the Roman Ritual
supplication is made to Abel and Abraham as well as to
Michael and all angels. If it is now lawful, if it is now
the duty of the worshippers of the true God to seek
his aid through the mediation of those holy men, can
we avoid asking, Why the inspired patriarchs did not
appeal to Abel for his mediation ? Why did not the
inspired David invoke the father of the faithful to
intercede for him with God?- If the-departed spirits